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also knew how to hate, and could be a redoubtable enemy
and adversary.
A very lovable trait was his affection for his family;
it was touching to see this giant, who was accustomed to
bend the most unruly to his will, transformed into the
slave of his little grandson and giving him the tenderest
care. And when he sought with such insistence the out-
ward show of power, was it so much for his own personal
gratification as, perhaps, to secure a more brilliant
career for a wife and a daughter whom he passionately
loved ?
My personal relations with Count Witte were never
on an intimate footing, as I have already said, and for a
considerable time his attitude toward me was a hostile
one, possibly because he feared that I might acquire an
influence over affairs contrary to his* Dr. Dillon men-
tions in his book the opposition made by Count Witte
to my appointment to the post of Minister of Foreign
Affairs after the death of Count Mouravieff; distrusting
my spirit of independence, he persuaded the Emperor
to name Count Lamsdorff, whom he was certain of
managing and so was confident of becoming the absolute
master of the Government's foreign policies. Dr*
Dillon adds that Count Witte made a mistake, and,
precisely because of my independence, that I would have
seconded him much more effectively than did Count
Lamsdorff, for I would not have tolerated the formation
behind my back of an occult power composed of adven-
turers, and would either have resigned or obliged the
Emperor to dismiss M. Bezobrazoff and his friends.
Inasmuch as Dr, Dillon was told this by Count Witte
himself, and because it tallies with what I have heard
from another source, I have every reason to believe it,
Hiat which is certain is that he failed to appreciate the